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Letter from the  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,
It’s been a big year for LVGH. I’m almost not sure 
where to start.

We introduced some new programming. We 
transformed one Literacy Center and moved 
another. Then there was that giant step we took 
on April 20, 2015.

And none of it would have been possible without 
your generous support. So let me start there, 
with a big thank you for making things possible; 
and this year, for making what once seemed 
impossible a reality.

Only a small percentage of the information we 
consume today is the written word - 9% in 2010 
versus 26% in 1960.  Mastering digital literacy 
skills is no longer optional.  And it no longer sim-
ply means knowing one’s way around a keyboard 
or being able to create a Word document. Today, 
digital competencies include broader skills in so-
cial networking, audio-visual skills, and the critical 
skill of evaluating digital information. 

Although we have integrated technology into 
our instruction for many years, we recognized 
the need to do more, to ensure that our students 
had the broad, multi-dimensional literacy skills 
they need to function in today’s society and 
workplace.  We introduced a third core program, 
Digital Literacy, to complement our ESOL and Ba-
sic Literacy programs. This year, every ESOL and 
Basic Literacy student was also enrolled in Digital 
Literacy, and participated in weekly digital literacy 
classes.  With your help, all 840 of our students 
learned new digital literacy skills, alongside their 

new language literacy skills. They all finished 
the year much better prepared to navigate our 
technology-rich world.

If you haven’t been inside the Hartford Center 
in a while, you might need to ask directions. 
Our new entrance is safer and more welcoming.  
There are new computers in our computer labs, 
and a new, dedicated computer classroom. We 
added soundproofing and extended walls on the 
noisier classrooms, and reconfigured offices so 
that quieter spaces were reserved for classrooms. 
There are new blinds on the windows, and fresh 
paint – some of it a trendy orange - on the walls. 

And if you’re looking for the Wickham Center, 
you’ll have to cross Burnside Avenue to our new 
home in the educational wing of the New Cov-
enant United Methodist Church.  We now have 
classrooms. We have new laptops. We have the 
largest enrollment in Wickham since we opened 
the program in 2005. And, we have partners 
who are as committed as we are to our students’ 
success.  

Wickham has become a unique model of col-
laboration. New Covenant has been the catalyst, 
gathering together a blend of agencies that 
provide an array of services on site, including the 
kinds of support services our students need to 
help them commit to their studies.  With Food-
Share, Legal Aid, AA, NA,  East Hartford Adult 
Education, and LVGH already part of this unique 
cooperative, students  can participate as volun-
teers or consumers, or both, in community meals, 
nutrition and cooking classes, and the Elderly 
Box Program. They have access to legal and 

substance abuse services. Between East Hartford 
Adult Education and LVGH, the full continuum of 
adult literacy services is available: ESOL, Basic Lit, 
GED, Citizenship, and morning, afternoon and 
evening classes. And there will be more services 
to come, as the collaborative continues to grow.

April 20, 2015 was an historic day for Literacy 
Volunteers of Greater Hartford.  On that day we 
took a giant step toward securing the future of 
this organization. With the firm financial ground-
ing made possible through your loyal generosity 
over the years, coupled with a generous bequest 
from past tutor and Board member, Beverly 
Heckel, we were able to establish an endowment 
fund.  Today, the Literacy Volunteers of Greater 
Hartford Fund at the Hartford Foundation for 
Public Giving is worth a half a million dollars.  
Over the next few years we will be working to 
build it up to $1.0 million.

The work we do every day is important work. 
For our students, for the employers in the region, 
and for the health of our community. What we 
do makes this a better place for all of us to live.  
This year, with your support, we continued doing 
that good work, and took important steps to-
ward making sure that we will be able to do it for 
as long as it needs doing.  A fully literate Greater 
Hartford will not happen overnight, nor can we 
do it alone.  Thank you for being our partners in 
this vision, for empowering  our students with 
the knowledge and skills they need to enrich not 
only their own lives, but our community. 

Carol “CJ” Hauss
Executive Director



LVGH BY THE NUMBERS

Our Students

837
53% were  
ages 25-44

25% were  
ages 45-59

students were enrolled  
in 2014-2015

33%  
were male

67%  
were female

Our Volunteers

Nearly 200 Volunteer tutors 
donated 16,450 hours

Estimated value of  
tutor hours: $440,695*
*valued by Independent Sector at $26.79/hr. for CT

Youngest volunteer: 19  
Oldest volunteer: 84

2014-15
A Community Effort

Digital Literacy
of students gained digital  
literacy (computer) skills. 

29 students had no previous  
experience with computers

10 opened their first email  
account

22 applied for jobs online for  
the first time

235 used the internet for  
learning for the first time

100%

Our Impact Students were employed  
or were promoted 

Students became U.S.  
citizens; 5 others began  
the process

Increased involvement  
in their child’s  
education/school

of students with at least 
12 hours of instruction 
achieved at least one goal

Students improved 
their basic English 
literacy skills  

Students enrolled 
in community or 
technical college 

Entered a high  
school completion 
program
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98%

Our Supporters
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Private Grants $340,114

Government Grants $151,700

Individual Donors $141,298

United Way $63,915

Miscellaneous $1,768



  

A shley, a 23-year-old Hartford 
native, didn’t plan to start a family 
while she was still in high school.  

But like many of her peers in Hartford, where 
the teen birth rate is three times the state 
average, Ashley found herself with a newborn 
son at the age of sixteen.  School had never 
been easy for Ashley, and becoming a mother 
only made things more complicated.  Although 
Ashley says she was lucky to have a supportive 
family, there were not sufficient supports in 
school for her to balance her responsibilities 
as a mom with the duties of being a full-time 
student.  Soon, she had no choice but to drop 
out of high school.

Despite the challenges she faced, Ashley was 
determined to move forward with her life.  “I 
knew I had to set an example for my son,” she 
says. “If I finish school, he has to finish school, 
too!”  She enrolled in Job Corps, and also took 
classes with the local public adult education 
program.  However, Ashley says, “I had trouble 
focusing in larger classes.”  Then, in 2013, 
a family member told her about the GED 
program at LVGH.  She decided to give it a try.  

“When you step through the doors here, the 
first thing you see is a smile,” Ashley says.  
“It’s a very positive place.  Everyone keeps you 
motivated and takes the time to help you.”  
She noticed that many of her classmates were 
older adults.  “They showed me that it’s never 
too late to change your life and go back to 
school,” she says.  

  “I knew I had to 
   set an example 
     for my son.” 

Working with our staff, Mark and Rose, and 
with her tutors, Edlyn and Ginger (“I love 
them,” she says), Ashley began preparing 
diligently for the GED and working on other 
goals.  This past March, she earned her 
driver’s license.  She plans to take the GED 
later this year.  And after she reaches that 
milestone?  “I’m going to college,” Ashley 
tells us, without a hint of doubt in her voice.  
She’s interested in studying architecture, and 
says that the first house she’s going to build 
will be for her mother, who was so supportive 
of her during tough times.  She’d also like to 
work with youth in her hometown.  “I got 
involved in some things I shouldn’t have when 
I was younger,” she says.  “I would like to do 
something to help Hartford kids stay on the 
right track.”  

While her life may not have gone as planned, 
Ashley now feels that she is on the path to 
success, and is excited about what’s to come.  
“I’ve learned that you have to have a Plan A 
and a Plan B, because you never know what 
will come your way,” she says.  “Nothing can 
stop me.”  

Student Spotlight
Ashley R., GED student 
Hartford Literacy Center
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A

Volunteer Spotlight
Martha Lott, ESOL Tutor

lmost ten years ago, a local 
newspaper article about Literacy 
Volunteers of Greater Hartford 

caught Martha Lott’s attention.  Still working 
full-time as a special education teacher, Martha 
wasn’t ready to volunteer just yet, but with 
the end of her 27-year career looming, she 
resolved to keep LVGH in the back of her mind.  
For over two years, that newspaper clipping 
stayed on Martha’s refrigerator, a reminder 
that her lifelong journey as an educator 
could continue even after retirement.  “I had 
been an educator for my entire life,” Martha 
says.  “Even when I was in high school, I did 
educational activities with kids as a camp 
counselor…  It’s what I was meant to do.”  

Finally, in 2007, Martha pulled that old news 
clipping down from the fridge and called LVGH 
to sign up for one of our tutor trainings.  As 
soon as she began tutoring a class in our 
English for Speakers of Other Languages 
(ESOL) program, she knew she had come to 
the right place.  After teaching children for 
almost thirty years, working with adults who 
were learning English was a welcome new 
challenge.  

“ESOL was something new for me, and 
teaching adults is very different than working 
with kids,” Martha says. “You talk to them 
as equals; there are no behavior issues.  My 
students are so excited and motivated to 
learn… They are mature, serious, and have 
very specific goals they want to reach. It’s 
rewarding to see them work so hard for a 
chance at a better life.”  

When asked about the most challenging 
aspect of tutoring with LVGH, Martha noted 
that in any given class, students come from 
multiple countries, with widely varying cultures 
and educational backgrounds.  Figuring out 
how to teach a class that might include one 
student who grew up in a refugee camp with 
little formal education sitting beside another 
student who completed high school in her 
home country is a challenge for any tutor, even 
a seasoned educator like Martha.  However, 
Martha says, that diversity is also what makes 
her classes so engaging.  “I love learning about 
the different countries where they came from, 
and the students love learning about each 
others’ home countries and about their new 
home – America.  Everyone shares their stories, 
and it helps to keep things interesting.”  

What advice would Martha share with a new 
volunteer tutor?  It can be challenging at first, 
she says, but new tutors should “stick it out 
and get to know your students.  They will tell 
you what they need.”  She also points out, 
“Always come in prepared.  You can’t wing 
it – the students will know!”  Finally, she adds, 
“You can really get creative - there are so many 
resources available for you to take advantage 
of, from the staff at LVGH, to the computer 
lab, to countless ideas on the internet.”
Overall, Martha says of her tutoring 
experience, “You get back more than you give.  
I always leave happy.  LVGH has become a big 
piece of my life.”  

If you’re interested in learning more about 
the life-changing experience of tutoring adults, 
please visit www.lvgh.org or call us at 
860-233-3853.  
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“It’s what I was 
meant to do.”
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2014 - 2015
VOLUNTEERS
They tutor students, staff our computer lab, help with communications 
and fundraising, and lead us into the future on our Board of Directors. 

VOLUNTEERS

Tatiana Abreu 
Jorge Aguilar
Liz  Aiken
Sherise Allen
Sharon Allen
K. Anula Alwis
Jillian Aronson
Sammy Aziz
Beth Baddeley
William Baez
Cynthia Barlow
Barbara Barrett
Mary  Bartholic
Marie Bastarache
Paul  Batterson
Douglas Beebe
Diana Belbruno
Janot Bente
Marie Bernatchez
Beatrice Birdman
Jenna Bivona
Edlyn Blitzer
Jim Bolt
Julie Bouthillier

Kathryn Bradley
Chet Brodnicki
Maureen Brousseau
Noah Brown
Sebastiano Buccheri
Kristin Burgess
Jeanette Burney
Kyle Burns
Kay Burns
Brenda Butler
Robert Caron
Deb Carson
Anne Cassarino
Jorge Cervantes
Vani Chada 
Jared Chase
Sandra Chase
Christine Chipman
Diane Christensen
Alex Cielo
Linda Cohan
Linda Cohn
Shirley Coscina
Susan Cosma 

Richard Courto
Ava Cunningham
Lois Davis James
Aurora Delbon
Meg Duffy
Linda Duncan
Francis Dunn
Suzanne Dutilly
Bruce Ebbets
Marion Endsley
Woody Exley
Thomas Eysmans
Emmy Fas
Ken Fastiggi
Alexis Fedorjaczenko
Cindy Figueroa
Joan Fine
Bob Fiondella
Keyarra Forbes
Nanci Fox
Delcene Fuller
Marlis Gage
Mary-Jane Gately
Daniel Gauthier

Judi Ann Goodman
Cordell Goulbourne
Mary Ellen Hadden
Rita Hall
Tajma Haller
David Hardenbrook
Eunice Hardy
Paul Hartung
John Hebert
Janis Hecht
Bill Herzfeld 
Trish Hesslein
Calvin Hood-Hughes
Aliina Hopkins
Marisa Howard
Rose Howard
Mary Ellen Jacobs
Nancy Jacobs
Nicole James
Chris Johnson
Carol Jozus
Jeff Kaimowitz
Jean Kelly
Anna Kelly

Sarah Kemmler
Grey Kirby 
Christopher Kriesen 
Kiba Lewis
Matthew Lin 
Suzanne Lindblom
Carol Loomis 
Spencer Lord
Martha Lott
Christina Lumbreras
Mary Anne Lynch
Barbara Mabee
Lucy MacNaught
Barbara Maidelis 
Stephanie Maldonado
Cynthia Malm
Ketti  Marks
Bonita Martin
Michael May
Marge McBrien
Joan McCarthy Gentile
Molly McCormack
Ginger McCurdy
David McKinley
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John Mcnana 
Heidi Michaud
Beatrice Mitlak
Elsa Monteiro
Margaret Moore
Clifford Moore
Angelina Moore
Lucy Morgan
Stephen Morris
Giuliana Musilli
Peg  Newton
Jonathan Novitski
Jim O’Brien
Maxine O’Connor
Andrew Oliver 
Kathy O’Reilly
Richard Pantalone
Stephen Park
Darryl Parsley
Victor Perez
Bonnie Pinkerton
Jeanne Pinto
Todd Piro
Michael Poehner
Wendy Posner
Shirley Quintero
Max Reiss 

Steven Reyes
Nikole Richmond
Rosa Rivera
Brendan Roche
Julia Rosa
Crystal Ross
Jane Roth
Sam Saad 
Eliane Sandler
Anna Sanyang
Elizabeth Schlaff
Jane Schneider
Cindy Schulz
Jenna Scoville
Cengiz Searfoss
Burt Seiferheld
Patricia Shanahan
Barbara Sicherman
Lisa Siembab
Pamela Simon
Sarah Simonelli
Lisa Sirag  
Russell Sivetz
Sandra Smith-Resony
Peggy Solimene
Peter Sterling
Roberta Swafford

Becky Swanson-Bowers
Kathleen Sweeney
Debra Taylor
Matthew Teter 
Brendan Theroux
Audrey Thompson
Alexander Torres
Reuben Torrey
Dennis Totten
Mary-Jane Traska
Edna Travis
Jocelyn Turner
Simone Tyrell
Nina Vasques
Mark Waller
Robyne Watkin
Judy Whitcomb
James Wiley
Barbara Williams 
Judy Williams
Catherine Wilowski 
Judith Wry
Hila Yanai 
Susan Zarbo
Cassie Zerbe
Cheryl ZinkerVOLUNTEERS

2014 - 2015
VOLUNTEERS/ continued
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Student Spotlight 
Momena A., ESOL Student 
Wickham Literacy Center

even years ago, Momena left her 
native country of Jordan to begin 
a new life in America with her 

husband.  Life in Jordan, where she grew up 
with fourteen siblings, was extremely difficult.  
While she enjoyed her work as a nurse, 
Momena says she received little support from 
her family, and that overall, there were few 
opportunities for women in her country.  “I felt 
that I had no control over my own life,” she 
says.  Her husband assured her that they would 
have a better life in America.

But soon after arriving in the U.S., Momena 
found that life here was not as easy as she had 
been promised.  Since she did not speak any 
English, she was completely dependent on her 
husband and his family, and felt isolated and 
alone.  In 2013, she decided to move with her 
young son into a women’s shelter.  The staff 
there told her that the first step to creating 
a new life for herself would be to improve 
her English.  Upon this realization, Momena 
immediately began practicing English on her 
own, and signed up for an English class at the 
local community college.  Soon, her English 
had improved enough that she was able to 
apply for housing assistance and move into a 
new apartment with her son.

In early 2014, determined to continue 
improving her English, Momena signed up 
for twice-weekly ESOL classes at LVGH’s East 
Hartford location.  At LVGH, she says, she 
is “always learning; the tutors always keep 
me working.  Now, I know more difficult 
words and have better understanding… and 
I don’t have to ask as many questions.”  She 
says that the tutors and her classmates keep 
her motivated, and she is grateful for the 
supportive environment.  

“This is my life.” 

As her English improved, Momena’s confidence 
grew tremendously, and she gained the 
courage to continue taking steps towards a 
better life for herself and her son.  By the fall of 
2014, her English skills had improved enough 
that she was ready to study for the U.S. 
citizenship exam.  With the help of our partners 
at East Hartford Adult Education (which hosts a 
variety of classes in the same building as LVGH’s 
Wickham Literacy Center), Momena became 
a U.S. citizen in December.  “Everything was 
black before,” she says.  “[Becoming a citizen] 
felt like starting my life.  It feels like something 
good is coming soon for me and my son.  This 
country helps me to look to the future.  This is 
a good country for women and kids; it protects 
them.”

Momena’s next goal is to return to the medical 
field; she recently enrolled in the medical 
assistant program at the local community 
college.  “I cried on the first day of college,” 
Momena says.  “I am an Arabic lady who can 
prove my life, I can do more.  I am not under 
the control of anyone.  This is my life.”  

In addition, Momena’s long-term dream is to 
own her own restaurant, because she loves 
to cook and wants to share the food from 
her native country with those in her adopted 
country.  Seven years after leaving home, it 
seems that Momena is finally experiencing a 
taste of the American Dream.  
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Student Spotlight

Ekaterina L., ESOL Student
Hartford Literacy Center
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our years ago, Ekaterina (or Kate, as 
her friends call her) was preparing to 
begin a career as a dentist in her home 

country of Russia.  But she couldn’t forget the 
months she had spent, several years earlier, 
as an exchange student in the United States.  
She’d loved her time in America, and dreamed 
of returning.  So Kate made the brave decision 
to say goodbye to her family in Russia, pack 
up her belongings, and begin a new adventure 
in the U.S.  

Kate soon discovered that, due to differences 
in dental training requirements between Russia 
and the U.S., she would need to complete two 
additional years of residency before she would 
be allowed to practice dentistry in her adopted 
country.  She also learned that she would have 
to earn a good score on the TOEFL (Test of 
English as a Foreign Language) exam in order 
to gain acceptance to a residency program.  
While she found a community among other 
Russian immigrants in Hartford, she quickly 
realized that in order to complete her training 
and begin her career here, she would need to 
improve her English skills.  

“Because I would go to a Russian grocery 
store, and I had a Russian-speaking roommate, 
I did not have the opportunity to practice 
English very often,” she says.  While she knew 
some English, she didn’t feel comfortable 
making small talk – a key skill for dentists! 
– and was still unfamiliar with many of the cul-
tural differences between the two countries.   

“It broadened 
my mind.” 

It would have been easy for Kate to become 
discouraged at the challenges before her, but 
she faced them with enthusiasm and determi-
nation. “I really do not mind having to do the 
extra work,” she says.  “The culture is differ-
ent, the insurance system is different, the way 
people communicate is different.  I wanted to 
learn these things so that I could become a 
better dentist.”  A friend told her about LVGH, 
and she immediately came into the Hartford 
Literacy Center to sign up for classes.  

“Coming here has been more than just study-
ing English,” Kate says. “I received so much 
support from the tutors and the other stu-
dents.  I made new friends.  I learned about 
American traditions and culture.  It broadened 
my mind.”  She also says that her tutor, Carol, 
went way above and beyond.  “She started a 
conversation class just to help students like me 
get more speaking practice.  She helped me 
learn how to write emails the way that Ameri-
cans do.  She did mock interviews with me to 
help prepare for my residency interviews.  It 
would have been a nightmare to go through 
those interviews without Carol’s help.”  

After about a year of taking English classes 
with LVGH, Kate took and passed the TOEFL 
exam with flying colors, and can now continue 
with her dental training.  She is now interning 
as a dental hygienist and applying to residency 
programs.  “The English classes at LVGH made 
this possible,” Kate says. “I am excited for my 
future in America.”  
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2014 - 2015 
INDIVIDUAL DONORS

This report recognizes gifts received between July 1, 2014 and June 30, 2015. We 
apologize for any inadvertent errors or omissions in this report.  Please report errors to 
Shannon Houston, Assistant Director, 860-233-3853.DONORS

Pulitzer Society
(Gifts of $5000 and over)
Fiondella Family Foundation, Inc. 
Neale and Carol Hauss 
Christopher and Gail Johnson 
Lawrence and Carle Mowell 
Sybil Gillett Smith
 
Publishers Society
(Gifts of $1500 - $4999)
Anonymous 
Sybille Brewer, MD 
Emmy and Steve Fast 
Aliina and Tim Hopkins 
Ted and Adlyn Loewenthal 
Scott Schooley and Giuliana Musilli 
Steve and Penny Sigal 
Sorenson-Pearson Family Foundation  
 
Editors League 
(Gifts of $1000 - $1499) 
Jared Chase 
Peter and Gene Evans 
Simon Hollander Fund 
Cengiz and Jennifer Searfoss 

Authors League 
(Gifts of $500 - $999) 
Anonymous
Elizabeth Aiken 
Paul and Vivian Batterson 
Bell-Carman Family Foundation 
Jim and Joan Betts 
Mary H. Crary 
Aldo DeDominicis Foundation, Inc. 
Barbara Donahue 
Joan and Richard Gentile 

Aaron Hollander Fund 
Mary Jean Kilfoil 
H. Craig Leroy and Bethany Alvord 
James and Carol Loomis 
Joseph Marfuggi 
Peg Newton 
Debra Taylor 
Ron and Ruth Van Winkle 
The Whittemore Foundation 
 
Writers Circle 
(Gifts of $250 - $499) 
Philip and Phoebe Allen 
Robert and Donna Batch 
Peter and Catherine Benner 
The Cheryl Chase and Stuart Bear 
   Family Foundation 
Evan Cowles and Brie Quinby 
Jean Donahue 
Daniel and Joan Fine 
Carol Jozus 
Martha Lott 
Senthil and Hema Nathan 
Jim O’Brien and Associates, LLC
John and Sara O’Connell 
Robert O’Connor 
Gary and Diane Ransom 
Avery and Monica Rockefeller 
Thomas and Saraellen Sargent 
Bernard Adams and Edna Travis 
Marcia and John Wilkinson 
Natalie Wood 
Peter M. and Ellen Zeman
 

Program Director Mark Briggs and Volunteer Stephen Morris discussed LVGH’s 
programs in a fall 2014 WTIC radio interview.
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Readers Circle 
(Gifts of $100 - $249) 
Richard and Anne Alleva 
Ricardo and Theresa Anzaldua 
Daniel and Jane Arnold 
Fern Barasso and Steve Jones 
Nancy A. Brennan 
Caris Carr 
Ethel F. Davis 
Denise deFiebre 
Mark Deming and Linda Schofield 
Charles and Cindi Dietlin 
Cathy Donahue 
Bruce Ebbets 
Michael and Patricia Freedman 
Steven and Blanche Goldenberg 
Janice Couture Greenberg Foundation 
Arthur and Zadelle Krasow Greenblatt 
Kenneth and Gail Hamblett 
David Hardenbrook 
Katherine Hart and William Uricchio 
Paul Hartung 
Edward Herzig 
John W. Hincks 
Mary Ellen Hoy and Jim Keller 
Gerry Hyjek 
Diane Ibanez 
James and Mary Ellen Jacobs 
Nancy Jacobs 
Jeffrey and Llyn Kaimowitz 
Joan Kelly 
David Kline 
Thomas and Hollace  Lorch 
Peggy Lorence 

Wendy Lyon 
Leta Marks 
Ginger McCurdy 
Harry Meyer 
Hubert Mulligan 
Andrew and Suzanne Pinkes 
Jane Roth 
Elizabeth Russell 
Mary Sargent 
Alison and Tony Scherer 
Elizabeth Schlaff 
Earl and Cynthia Schulz 
Paul and Beth Sciarra 
Patricia A. Scully 
Steven and Janet Selden 
Daniel and Lynn Sharp 
Zachary and Winnie Sigal 
Keith and Catherine Stevenson 
Eliot and Carrie Streim 
Kathleen Sweeney 
Jocelyn Turner 
The Willow Creek Charitable Foundation 
Jeffrey and Mary Zeman

Friends Circle 
(Gifts of up to $99) 
Cora Altschuler 
Robert and Judith Anderson 
Lorraine Aronson 
Douglas Beebe 
Jean Blair 
Stephen and Christina Breen 
Chet and Glenna Brodnicki 
Kyle C. Burns 

Joan Carlson 
Susan Cerciello 
Alastair Clark 
Henry and Linda Cohn 
Joyce Coleman 
Photine Collias 
Shirley E. Coscina 
Jasmine Cuffie 
Sharron and Donald Disque 
Mary C. Dougherty 
Lois and William Druckemiller 
Fred and Bebe Dudley 
Calvin and Roy Ann James Ellerbee 
Ruth L. Ellison 
Woody Exley 
Cynthia Friedman 
Lindsey Fyfe 
Mary-Jane Gately 
Christine Gaudio 
Judi Ann Goodman 
J. Roger and Ann Hanlon 
Barbara Hill 
Michael and Esther Kahn 
Ann Foxen Kenny 
Richard Wilson and Helene Kvale 
Danielle Ladd 
Robert and Fidelia Lane 
George and Mary Males 
William and Joanne Marriott 
Margaret Moore 
Ebony Murphy-Root 
James and Danielle Naylor 
Janice Niehaus 
Roy and Nancy Normen 

Claudia Nunn 
Mark A. Orenstein 
Salvatore and Kathleen Palaia 
William and Kathryn Patton 
Wendy Posner 
Margaret Quiros 
Rick and Alyce Rawlins 
Judy Reed 
Shannon Reynolds 
Julia Rosa 
Douglas and Linda Roth 
Richard and Dianne Rumsey 
Iris Salvin 
Alan Stavola 
Edward and Marilyn Stockton 
Martin and Dorine Toyen 
Andy and Rosemary Tyskiewicz 
Amelia Villemaire 
Mary and John Welch 
Louise Wilder 
Judith Wry 
Susan and John Zeilenbach 

2014 - 2015 
INDIVIDUAL DONORS DONORS



  DONORS

2014 - 2015
MEMORIAL GIFTS

2014 - 2015
HONORARY GIFTS

Memorial Gifts 
In memory of Richard Bertholdt 
Richard and Mary Louise Fitzgerald 
 
In memory of Ralph A. Brewster 
Christopher R. and Jane Brewster 
 
In memory of Roberta Ellison 
Julie Wolf 
 
In memory of Martha Fazzano 
Trygve Cooley 
KK Meyer and Steven Seligman 
Susan J. Roman 
Sybil Gillett Smith 
 
In memory of Richard Hammer 
Richard and Mary Louise Fitzgerald 
 
In memory of Joyce Miglietta 
John and Judy Zinn 
 
In memory of Chic Mohr 
Mary-Jane Traska 
 
In memory of Abby Prestin 
Sandra Bailey 
 

Workplace Campaign Donors 
The following individuals designated 
gifts to LVGH throughout the year 
through United Ways and workplace 
giving campaigns.
 
Sandra Bailey 
John Bairos 
Diana R. Belbruno 
Peter and Catherine Benner 
Linda Biancalani 
Sheryll-Ann Covill 
Andrea Daniels 
Peter and Gene Evans 
Joan Gentile 
Sandra Johnson 
Kristin Kraiza 
Molly McCormack 
Edgardo Mune 
Senthil Nathan 
Paige Palmateer 
Susan Poole 
Douglas Russell 
Margaret Sheehan 
Robert Stone 
Matthew Teter 
Helena Witkowski 
 

 

Honorary Gifts 
In honor of Paul Batterson 
Fred and Bebe Dudley 
 
In honor of Fran Dunn 
Edward Herzig 
Mary Ellen Hoy and Jim Keller 
 
In honor of Gene Evans 
Shannon Reynolds 
 
In honor of Chris Johnson 
Lawrence and Carle Mowell 
 
In honor of Barri Marks 
Woody Exley 
 
In honor of Margaret and Dario Quiros 
Lawrence and Carle Mowell 
 
In honor of Penny Sigal 
Zachary and Winnie Sigal 

 LITERACY VOLUNTEERS OF GREATER HARTFORD                                  12                                      2014-15 ANNUAL REPORT



2014 - 2015
CORPORATE & COMMUNITY 
DONORS

Community Support 
Beatrice Fox Auerbach Foundation 
The Fund for Greater Hartford 
George and Grace Long Foundation 
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving 
Hartford Union of the King’s Daughters and Sons 
Nutmeg Foundation 
Rotary Club of East Hartford 
St. Timothy Roman Catholic Church 
The Owenoke Foundation 
United Way of Central and Northeastern Connecticut 
United Way of Coastal Fairfield County 
United Way of the Pioneer Valley 
United Way of Greater Philadelphia and 
   Southern New Jersey 

 

Corporate Support 
The Advisory Board Company 
Aetna Foundation 
Amica Companies Foundation 
Ampersand Consulting 
Berkshire Bank Foundation, Inc. 
Big Y Foods, Inc.
Comcast Cable 
Connecticut Natural Gas 
Dollar General Literacy Foundation 
Farmington Bank Community Foundation, Inc. 
The Hartford 
Landmark Partners 
Lincoln Financial Foundation, Inc. 
Michael Norman Cohen & Associates 
MSA Research 
New Alliance Foundation, Inc. 
Premier Accounting Group 
United Health Group 
Vantis Life Policy Services Department 
 
Public Support 
City of Hartford 
State of Connecticut Department of  Education 
 
In-Kind Support 
Cigna
Matthew Lin, New Vibe Studios 
Wendy Posner 
Roger Senserrich and Victoria Locke 
TechSoup

DONORS
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A volunteer team from Berkshire Bank helped to re-paint our 
Hartford Literacy Center in November.
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Our 6th Annual Read. 
Learn. Grow. Gala
was held on March 28, 2015 
at The Farmington Club.  160 
guests enjoyed an evening of 
delicious food, drinks, silent 
auction, and dancing to The 
Colbys Band.  Max Reiss of NBC 
Connecticut pumped up the 
crowd as this year’s master of 
ceremonies.  Thanks to your 
involvement, the event raised 
almost $45,000 (net) in support 
of our adult literacy programs!

READ.LEARN.GROW
EVENT SPONSORS 
Gold Sponsors 
Comcast Cable 
Wealth Preservation Partners 
 
Silver Sponsor 
The Sandra and Arnold Chase  
   Family Foundation 
Anonymous 
 
Emerald Sponsor 
Goodwin College 
 
Sapphire Sponsors 
Fradette Carlson Agency 
Friendly’s Ice Cream, LLC
People’s United Bank 
Reid & Riege, P.C. 
David and Linda Roth 

Sponsor Our Students 
(SOS) Donors 
Fatema and Tamim Ahmed 
Jeffrey and Julie Anopolsky 
Bertha Baker 
Beverly Baker 
Fern Barrasso and Steve Jones 
John and Kim Bowen 
Wendy and Dave Buda 
Joseph and Lisa Calafiore 
Kinsley Saunders 
   and Sarah Dudzic 
Peter and Gene Evans 
Robert J. and Michele 
   Fiondella 
Daniel and Bonnie Gauthier 
Neale and Carol Hauss 
Tina Jeter 
Jeff and Michelle Koontz 
Michael Lanosa 

Helen McCarthy 
Amy and Daniel McClutchy 
Maureen McGovern Brooks 
William and Vicki Megofna 
Ken Merkatz 
Avery’s Beverages 
Laurie and Stephen Murray 
Deepa and Amit Pathak 
Angela and Timothy Paydos 
John Pryor and 
   Barbara Rezner 
Fay Racklin and Gary Richards 
Jonathan Rios 
Beverly Rohlehr 
   and John Colby 
Sean Rourke 
   and Danielle Luciano 
Paula and Jonathan Shields 
Steve and Penny Sigal 
Sharon and Donald Steinle 
Debra Taylor 
Yanil Teron 
Rebecca and Adam Tonkinson 
Andy and Rosemary 
   Tyskiewicz 
Randy and Shauna Ulloa 
John and Christine Williams 
 
Patrons 
Elizabeth Aiken 
William and Martha Aman 
Andrew Anderson 
Jeffrey and Julie Anopolsky 
Elizabeth Baddeley 
Fern Barrasso and Steve Jones 
John and Kim Bowen 
Albert Branch 
Wendy and Dave Buda 
Amanda Caccamo 
Michael and Jean Callan 

Vito and Anne Catillo 
Kathleen Coyle 
Kinsley Saunders 
   and Sarah Dudzic 
Peter and Gene Evans 
Sheila Denion 
   and Thomas Eysmans 
Alexis Fedorjaczenko 
Daniel and Joan Fine 
Robert J. and 
   Michele Fiondella 
Nanci Fox 
Lauren Gaudino 
Daniel and Bonnie Gauthier 
Richard and Joan Gentile 
Paul and Victoria Guertin 
Jonathan and Dorothy Hatch 
Carol and Neale Hauss 
Aliina and Tim Hopkins 
Shannon Houston 
   and James Wenkert 
Melody Houston 
Marlene and Jim Ibsen 
James and Mary Ellen Jacobs 
Nicole Jenkins 
Tina Jeter 
Christopher and Gail Johnson 
Jeffrey and Llyn Kaimowitz 
Jeffrey and Lorraine Katz 
Sarah and Eric Kemmler 
Karishma and Arun Lillaney 
James and Carol Loomis 
Bonita Martin 
Daniel and Karen Mastella 
Helen McCarthy 
Maureen McGovern Brooks 
William and Vicki Megofna 
Stacey Mills 
Laurie and Stephen Murray 

Scott Schooley 
   and Giuliana Musilli 
Peg Newton 
Maxine O’Connor 
Mary Oliver 
Darryl Parsley 
Angela and Timothy Paydos 
Premier Accounting Group, LLC
Rick and Alyce Rawlins 
John Pryor and 
   Barbara Rezner 
Fay Racklin and Gary Richards 
Susan J. Roman 
Julia Rosa 
Sean Rourke and 
   Danielle Luciano 
Elizabeth K. Russell 
Eliane Sandler 
Michael and Kathleen Santese 
Anna Sanyang 
Cengiz and Jennifer Searfoss 
Michael and Charmaine Seavy 
Paula and Jonathan Shields 
Steve and Penny Sigal 
Robert and Sharon Smith 
Sharon and Donald Steinle 
Asha Strazzero-Wild 
Debra Taylor 
Matthew Teter 
Martin and Dorine Toyen 
Jocelyn Turner 
Andy and Rosemary 
   Tyskiewicz 
Randy and Shauna Ulloa 
Whittlesey & Hadley, P.C. 
John and Christine Williams 
 



  

Auction Donors 
Elizabeth Aiken 
Phoebe and Philip Allen 
Arugula Bistro 
Avery’s Beverages 
Cynthia Barlow 
Boston Red Sox 
Bridge Street Live 
Carbone’s Ristorante 
Chamard Vineyards 
The Cheesecake Factory 
City Steam Brewery Cafe 
Comcast Business Services 
Comcast Cable 
Crawford Cigar Shoppe 
Dunbar Jewelers 
Peter and Gene Evans 
Excel Fitness 
Robert J. and Michele Fiondella 
Flaggstead Smokehouse 
Nanci Fox 
Friendly’s Ice Cream, LLC 
The Green Teahouse 
Harry’s Pizza 
Hartford Restaurant Group 
Hartford Symphony Orchestra 

The Hartt School Community    
   Division 
Neale and Carol Hauss 
Highland Park Market 
Aliina Hopkins 
Infinity Music Hall & Bistro 
IRIS Photography 
Jackie Bright Jewelry 
Christopher and Gail Johnson 
Mary A. Oliver & Co. 
Matthew J. Wagner Fine 
   Photography 
Max Restaurant Group 
Ed Johnetta Miller 
Monarch Jewelers 
Munson’s Chocolates 
NBC Connecticut 
Laurie Oliver McKee 
Omar Coffee 
Orange Nails and Spa 
Playhouse on Park 
Randy’s Wooster Street Pizza 
Real Art Ways 
Mark and Bethany Ryan 
Cengiz and Jennifer Searfoss 
Shaggy Chic 
Simsbury Therapeutic Massage 
   & Wellness 

The Spirited Design 
Teddy’s Pizza 
Matthew Teter 
Amy S. Thall, Goldsmith 
TheaterWorks 
There’s a Moment Photography 
Thomas Hooker Brewery 
Mary-Jane Traska 
Treva Restaurant 
Tunxis Plantation Country Club    
   & Golf Course 
Uberdog 
Valley Fitness Center 

Victoria’s Beauty Center & 
   Organic Day Spa 
Wadsworth Atheneum 
   Museum of Art 
Raimie H. Weber, Jeweler
Linda Wenkert 
Whole Foods Market 
Yale Repertory Theatre 
Zahner’s Clothiers 
 
Event Photography 
Donated by: 
Matthew Lin, New Vibe Studios

6th Annual Read. Learn. Grow. Gala/ continued
Our 7th 
Annual 
Gala 
will 
be held 
April 2, 
2016 
at 
Farmington 
Gardens.SA
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READ.LEARN.GROW
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We are so grateful to the volunteers, board members, and 
friends over the years who have chosen to leave a lasting 
legacy by making bequest provisions in their wills to LVGH.  
This is an exceptional group of individuals determined 
to keep working towards a stronger, more resilient, fully 
literate Greater Hartford for as long as it takes.  In fact, 
it was their generosity that enabled us to establish the 
Literacy Volunteers of Greater Hartford Endowment Fund at 
the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving.

You can join this special group by pledging to include LVGH 
in your will with a gift in any amount. By setting aside a 
little something for LVGH in your estate plans now, you 
will help to ensure that all adults in our region have the 
opportunity to build critical skills and improve their lives for 
years to come.  

For more about how to include LVGH in your planned 
giving, please visit lvgh.org/leavealegacy or talk with your 
financial advisor.
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Former ESOL Tutor and board 
member Beverly Heckel left a 
generous bequest to LVGH in 
her will.  Her incredible gift, 
along with those of other 
committed supporters, helped 
us to establish an endowment 
fund that will enable us to 
continue our work for as long 
as it takes.

LEAVE A LEGACY
LEAVE A LEGACY FOR LITERACY



  

 

 
LVGH STAFF
Carol “CJ” DeVido Hauss, Executive Director

Shannon Houston, Assistant Director

Mark Briggs, Program Development Director

Paula Beninato, ESOL Program Manager

Rose Howard, Basic Literacy Program Manager

Kristen Lapenta, Digital Literacy & Communications Coordinator

Miriam Lopez, Administrative Assistant

Margie Arroyo, Program Assistant

Beverne Cordner, Program Assistant

Nicole James, Program Assistant

Rebecca Murray, Program Assistant

Hartford Literacy Center
30 Arbor Street
Hartford, CT 06106
Phone: (860) 233-3853
Fax: (860) 236-1640

Wickham Literacy Center
16 Church Street
East Hartford, CT 06108

Wintonbury Literacy Center
1015 Blue Hills Avenue
Bloomfield, CT 06002

www.lvgh.org

2014 - 2015 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Robert J. Fiondella, Chair

Joan McCarthy Gentile, Vice Chair

Giuliana Musilli, Treasurer

Peg Newton, Secretary

Liz Aiken

Aliina Hopkins

Todd Piro

Cengiz Searfoss

Debra Taylor

Matthew Teter

Please visit our profile on Guidestar.org 
for a full financial summary.

http://www.guidestar.org



